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Inquiry and U.S. Navy Inqui RLAST DENIEDL |
INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 4 FOI~EXEKRTIO0NS

A8 you requesicd, we have comparcd the decls .4 of
# the Icriell Judpe, dated July 21, 1967, with tre . ..uinge
of whe U.S, kivy Court o Inculry, and the Citf{fc:. Repors,
concerniag the lecrtx incigent.

The following dircrepancics are notewd=thy:

I. Spexd and Dircction of the "Liberty”

~ Tne Isracll repor: indiecztes that-tne (o3
Diviclon Csemander repericd an? reconfirmed the 1a-
Livesiyte) specd at 20 to 30 knots anc that it :.
Aty naviculloncl dircetion shorily after 1341 ho.-

C NS et e am e

- The U.S, Navy loquiry estullished thai tre L
had been on 4 ateady coursec at 5 knots froe 1132 n¢.
the altock,

I, Afzcrafy Survelllaawce

- The Isracll repurt indlcates that a BuLlp we. repTrTad
In the cren Uy reconnulssunce aircraft at OCOU &n.. reg
&ndihiesr report wes reczived 37 a contact between 2. Isracl!
BITCrETL an2 & surface vessel about 2000,
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L flncing of fawts, piuy Leru ’
€ Crew lnalcate reconnaissacs. -.op- )
fllgnwi of tne Llzesty at 0305, 03530, 1033, 1945, - ..o, llis,

n

1220, and 12u5, -
III. Identification vy Jaraell Afrcraft

"Bk .IBraell report indicates that the fighte- atr-
carried out a run over the ahip 1o an effor: 5
ldentify 1t. :
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Ensign fljlnq dur‘n; thr eatlee asrales and

alp aittuck., The Kastl,.n wus mpeunuently shic L av, Q;?Ln;
the aly, atlaclke, Eolors tha torn :do attacik, a sccou. Eastipn
was holsted., The Navy :npart ulss fo und that "hull
marilnzs were clear and f"*”hly paltated.

"Lhe L.ucr'j' Jo 5.
od nu=ber we- pIinTi-l clearly
vay clﬂa ly palnted .o
JOLS ¥l R O I &

urlJ uJ.AlC'QnL tor recsirwlrzzance
af:rcrufl and wate c”Scl" to laentlity ner esrr:ctly....
N ponoet nolted Lhal d : Vines pelor Lo the atr otilack
the . ., J S X ra".aL Szt Amerlicun fla

Flve minuies pric» L3 the

attacy by the Lorood: .hn Literly put up a fia.:
m2asuring - replace the flaz whica nad deen
shol doun ;
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A-t‘ Dv~4
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tie Division Canﬂahuch and
trat. The Israell J.dge
"on ecxaalning gholosrapns
ed vhat a2 likeness exists
r ol ildantificattion i3
sard o tae fact, that
ae sillp was ciwdzd in s:oke.™
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araeclg z-..parﬁ. nnten ‘that tho
_ rzetﬁroportod ‘by-the ‘Lorpedo bsat “ccimanils
ours: a3:-30 ‘'knots .was . ver”rzcd.WLthln.mxn.ceu &%

‘speed of-a3; ‘knots W The *report -potes that
‘ wanlcb Yed to«:he-tlnal bvﬂ;.

¥ rrported specd wou;d~hu :
fla thc.tnrw~t, an well &3 thé. Lities:

of the "fuuir”, publis hod 1n'danas BT
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"I'_t_."i “Batiure te Relute "L..bf-“::,' to. Bombarinery 1

- F¥' She I’rJnl' report crahaﬁlze"-th e owl
'wlth reporsty thas the £l Arish areu was cn‘ng Lret
.8ed, - The taplication o€ such reports was sbvliz..

arcu, t.e,, withln cun ranze of the °horc.

- It w*"lc Y2 clezr t; any tratned cises~or
BrocLin. GLoLrd Lhe Literty was fncupable of o--.
I appecrs nevspe: e v nsliner
LG rLers
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ITL. <l Atiase?

= Toe Isracl! repootiniicLics that 1L nid -
Wil Gooioone Loothe torped:s oszts located Lhe tar oo
Wodll Lu dlipatehed, At 2341 nours tae torpeds Lo .-
tas target,. YA fow slnases iatar”, the dispatern =+
War peguecied, Ghe Sirst als sttacy sccurrad at -

-
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. = AToasing coaminutcr later” would nean po.

nlnu.o:, (8 DR (1Y for elrsrest must have occ iored

On2: iy Loler fr- fage Lnat within @ posizd o

1% milnates, the~
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Gy a.rerult the murxla, “CrK-u" was noted on Lhw :

'3

- WOt v g 2
4vd afld

a8n order was trarcaitted tuy tho torpedo beat divician not
to altack, The crder ras recorded In the log wooix o the
flag boat at approsimately 1420 hours. The Corpuus toats

neverthelecsa began thelr attack run at approxiacc s
The Dlvlaion Commander later "clalmed that as tuch

¢ver rcached nim." fThe Daputy Comzander teeliftor

sy 11023.

ned3age
that

"he received the message and passed 1t on t> the Division

Commander, "
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