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Both the U.5. and world news media coversd’ the Liberf
incident extensively at the time it ooccurred have

> comn T e
tinued to follow the case in subsequent years. " ehere. ;AN Ve N
no basis for the suggestion that the news media or the .U.Wwif j oty
Government have kept the incideant fxon mwm&q
Allegations have been periodically -
deliberately attacked the
no information that would co _
In 1967, a U.8. Navy Court of Inquiry .
gation of the attack upon the Liberty. Officers and mex -

of the ubort§ testified at s 3 . And BeSsSage ;-

traffic to and from the ship reviewed thoroughly. . The -
transcript of the proceeding has

been available to the public for several '

reached the conclusion that it did not have .

formation to make a judgment about the reasons for the R ETRIN
Israell action against the Liberty. It is doubtful that & ' .3

new investigation at this ¢ would resolve the differemt .
allegations about the incident, many of which involve assusp= . - i
tions that would be difficult to prove or disprove cooclutnly." .

Israel stated that the attack was the result of confus—
ion and error by its armed forces during the 1967 Arab-
‘fsraeli War. The Department of State was deeply concerned
by the attack on the Liberty. It immediately made clear
to the Government of Ysrael that the U.S. held Israsl respon-
sible for the incident. In turn, the Government of 1scael

The Honorable
Harold S. Sawyer, -
House of Representatives.
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offered an immediate -polm
bility and offared to pay
injucies cansed to

Zsrael paid ia full §

claims. B, e
RISl
The United quo also nhnttud “the

Iszael a claim for compensation for the phr-wu dnug.

the ship. Following a series of contacts’ through. ¢ :
channels, the U.8. on December 17, 1980 accepted’ ‘Zeraal’e #?
offer to pay $6,000,000 as final settlemsat of this claia.™
Under the umol the agresment, Israel is to pay the *i: n,J

$6,000,000 in three annual installmsnts of $2,000,000 .-a.-.-

and the first installment was pcul a: Jmu:y 1S, 1’.1. L5
Buconly. S

Ialm L. Cuthr
Acting Assistant Secretary
for CQngr-nioul Relations
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Correspondence returned.

i3

Drafted:NEA/IAI:ECubbison:def “<lm—
2/13/81:%23672 #016-0226
Cleared:NEA/IAI:DAKorn ft“

NEA:MSternenys
H:m:assmnm

,.‘.-'.9' 4

B g %]

qBE




