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Daar Senator Percy:

I am writing in responsa tn your inquiry of ’
January 22, regarding ' request for I ‘QJ'Q
an iavestigation into the Israeli attack upon the
Navy communications vesssl U8S Liberty on June 8, 1967.

Allegations have been pariodically sade that
Israsl deliberately attacked the Liberty. The
Department has no information that wou corrobo~
rate these allegations. In 1967, a U.8. Mavy Court
of Inquiry made a full investigation of the attack
upon the Liberty. Officers and man of the %%ggggx
testified at this inquiry, and message tratfic o
and from the ship was reviewsd thoroughly. A trans-
cript of the procesdings of the Court of Inquiry has
been available to the public for several years. The
Court reached the copclusion that it did not have
sufficient information to make a judgument about the
reasons for the Israeli action against the Lioserty.
It is dountful that a new investigation at EEI?‘Eih.
would resclve the differant allegations about the in-
cident, many of which involve assumptions that would
be 2ifficult to prove or disprove conclusively. ;

Israel stated that the attack was the result of
confusion and error by its armed forces during the
4367 Arab-Israeli War. The Department of State was
deeply concerned by the attack on the Liberty. It

nt of §-ru¢1 '
that the U.S. held Israel responsible for the inci-
dent. In turn, the Government of Israel offered an .
ixmeliate apoloqgy, accepted complete responsibility
and 2ffered to pay compensation for the deaths and
injurizs caused to Anerican personnel by the attack.

The Hcnorable
Charles 4. Pnrcy,
United States Senate.
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Israel paid in full in 1968 and 1969 the U.8. Govern-
ment claims for $3,323,500 on behalf of the man who wero
killed and §3,452,275 on bshalf of the injured mexnbern of
the Liberty crewv. Although there can Raver be ad oe

lies

‘compensation for wrongful death or injury, the ¢
and individuals involved received the full smount of these

claims.

The United States also submitted to the Government
of Israel a claim for compensation for the physical damage

to the ship. Pollowing a seriss of contacts through dipLOé'.

matic channels, the U.S. on December 17, 19680 accepted
Israel's offer to pay $6,000,000 as final settlenent of
this claim. Under the terms of the agresment, Toreel is
to pay the §6,000,000 in three annual installiments of -
$2,000,000 each, and the first installment was paid on

January 15, 1981. .

Sincerely,

Acting sfstant Secretary
for Congressional Bslatiocns

Enclosure: .

Correspondence returned.
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