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Monday, June 5, 1967 ' '- C

Transmitted by Soviet Molink - 7:47 am
Received by US Molink - 7:59 am
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[IPEACENATEND COBETA MWHWCTPOB KOCHIVH MHTEPECYEICH, HAXO~-
IUTCA Y NPE3UAEHT IKOHCOH ¥ AIMIAPATA.

NPOLY IIEPEOATSE HPESMHH{TY‘MOHCO}N CIENVIMEE COOBWEHNE
01

YBANAEMH! T'OCIOMMH IPESUAEHT, TNONVYEHO COOBUEHME O. BOEHHHX
C‘I‘OJZ.(HO%EI-MHX MEEZY U3PAMNEM ¥ OBBEIMHEHHOZ APABCKO} PEC-
[YBJ...KOH.

COBETCKOE ITPABUTENLCTBO YBERAEHO, YTO AOAIOM BCEX BENMKMX
AEP: © SBAAETCA - HOBATHCA TOI'0, YTOBH BOEHHHI KOHOMNKT
BHJ HEME[UIEHHO ITPEKPAUEH.

COBETCKOE NPABUTENLCTBO KEACTBOBAJIO ¥ BYAET AENCTBOBATD .
B 3TOM HAITPABIEHI. BHPANAETCS HANEEOA, YTO TAK EE BYJIET
[IOCTY-ATH U MPABUTENBLCTBO CIA ¥ OKAXET COOTBETCTBYIUEE
BIUSHUE HA MPABUTEIECTBO M3PAMIZ TEM BOJEE, YTO K OTOMY:
¥ BAC UMEDTCA BCE BOSMOEHOCTM. OTOr'0 TPEBYOT BHCINE MH-
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TRANSLATION

Monday, June 5, 1967

Sight Translation - 8:05 am.
Received by the President - 8:15 am.
Rough Translation - 8:30 am.

Final Official Translation - 10:08 am.

. The White House

To President Lyndon B. Johnson

Dear Mr. President,

Having received information concerning the military
clashes between Israel and the United Arab Republic, the Soviet
Government is convinced that the duty of all great powers is to
secure the immediate cessation of the military conflict. -

The Soviet Government has acted and will act in this
direction. We hope that the Government of the United States will
also act in the same manner and will exert appropriate influence
on the Governmeait of Israel particularly since you have all
opportunities of doing so. This is required in the highest interest
of peace. .

.. Respectfully,
A. Kosygin

.65, 12558, Sec, 54
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Monday, June 5, 1967
Transmitted by US Molink - 8:15 am.
Received by Soviet Molink - 8:33 am.

To Chairman Kosygin

From The White House

Dear Mr. Kosygin,

Preliminary to President's arrival we are repeating
mesuge dispatched earlier from Secretary Rusk for delivery to
Foreign Minister Gromyko.

"We are astonished and dismayed by preliminary
reports of heavy fighting between Israeli and Egyptian forces. As ~
you know, we have been making the maximum effort to prevent this
situation, We were expecting a very high level Egyptian Delegation
on Wednesday and we had assurances from the Israelis that they
would not initiate hostilities pending further diplomatic efforts. We
feel it is very important that the United Nations Security Council
succeed in bringing this fighting to an end as quickly as possible and
are ready to cooperate with all members of the "Council to that end."

*c :?.3;6 Sec. 3.4
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Monday, June 5, 1967 |

Approved by the President - 8:47 am.
Transmitted by US Molink - 8:57 am.
Received by Soviet Molink - 8:59 am.

To Chairman Kosygin

From President Lyndon B. Johnson

Dear Mr. Kosygin:

I welcome your message. We feel that it is the duty
of all great states to secure a speedy end to the military conflict,
as indicated in Secretary Rusk's earlier message to Foreign
Minister Gromyko this morning. We are strongly supporting action
to this end in the United Nations Security Council which meets within
the hour and trust you will do the same. Ihave already made a
personal appeal to all the governments in the area concerned and
you may be assured we will exercise all our influence to bring
hostilities to an end. We are pleased to learn from your message
that you are doing-the same, -

Respectfully,

.

Lyndon B, Johnson

DECLASSTIED
2.0, 12536, f}ec- 34
MR
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Tuesday, June 6, 1967
: Transmitted by Soviet Molink - 5:34 am
‘ ‘ Received by US Molink - 5:43 am

[IPE3ANEHTY MEOHCORY
rocnoauH NPE3WAEHT,

BOEHHHE [AEACTBVA HA BIMEHEM BOCTOKE IPOAONKANTCH. BONAEE
TOI'0, MACUTAB X PACUMPAETCH.

COBETCKOE TPABUTENBECTBO YBEEAEHO, YTO VHTEPECAM BOCCTAHOB-
JEHUS MAPA OTBEYANO BH PENMTENLHOE TPEBEOBAHWE O HEMEIJIEH-
HOM NPEKPALEHM OI'HA M OTBOAE BOWCK SA JMHWMD NMEPEMUFUY. MH
BHPAKAEM HAJIEERY, YTO TIPABUTENLCTBO CIIA IOAXEPEUT B COBETE
BE30TIACHOCTY VKASAHHOE TPEBOBAHME. MH ET0 IOIIEPEVMBAEM.

' HAJIO BHJO EH CHEIATDH BCE BO3MOXHOE, 'YTOBH CET'OJEA COBETOM
gESOnACHOCTM BHIIO [PYHATO IO OTOMY BOITPOCY IIOJNOEMTEXBHOE

C YBAREHUEM
A. KOCHIVH .

NIPENCENATEND COBETA MIHMCTPOB
ccep

MOCKBA, KPEMIb
6 MxHA 1967 I'ORA
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- ' TRANSLATION

Tuesday, June 6, 1967
A Sight Translation - 5:50 am.
1 . Received by President - 5:50 am.
: Rough Translation - 5:5¢ am.
" Final Official Translation - 6:23 am.

3 White House .
To President Lyndon B. Johnson

Dear Mz, President,

Military activities in the near east continue, more-
over their scope is spreading.

The Soviet Government is convinced that a decisive
demand for an immediate cease-fire and the withdrawal of troops
behind the armistice line would be in the interests of re-establishing
peace, We express the hope that the Government of the United States
E will support the stated demand in the Security Council, We are
9 supporting it. - -

: Everything possible should be done so that positive
decision be taken today on this matter by the Security Council.

,t{ _ E ' Respectfully,
A. Kosygin

. 0. 12558, Sec. 3.4
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o DECLASSIFIED Tuesday, Juns 6, 1967
R . 8.0. 12356, Sec. 3.4 Approved by the President - 10:03 am.
t = 2.2:96 Transmitted by US Molink - 10:21 am.
3 g mmr MARA, Date Received by Soviet Molink - 10:43 am.

« " To Chairman Kosygin

From President Lyndon B, Johnson

Mr. Kosygin,

We continue to believe that the fighting in the Near East
should be stopped as soon as possible. We were disappointed that the
UN Security Council lost a full day yesterday in its effort to call for a
prompt cease-fire. I understand that our representatives in the Security
Council will be discussing this matter further this morning. The matter -
is urgent, '

T A

I was puzzled, Mr, Chairman, by what has been said by
the Soviet Press and Radio since our exchange of messages yesterday
morning. It does not help to charge the United States as a participant
in aggression, especially when our only role has been to press for
restraint at every step of the way.

S I know you are not responsible for Cairo, But you should
B know that we were astounded that Cairo, just a few hours ago, alleged

that U.S. Carrier aircraft had participated in attacks on Egypt. This
wholly false and obviously invented charge has lefito attacks on our
representatives in various Arab localities in violation of the most
elemental rights of legation. Since you know where our carriers are,
Ihope you can put Cairo right on this matter and help us eliminate that
oy kind of needless inflammation.

We have expressed to your government our views on the
strait of Tiran in my letter to you of May 28 and Secretary of State
Rusk's letter to Foreign Minister Gromyko of the same date.

ke il

In this personal exchange I should like to emphasize one
point which goes beyond general principles about international rights of
passage through narrow waters. President Eisenhower, in 1957 was faced
with the problem of obtaining the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Sinai.

- In pressing for a withdrawal which was earnestly desired by Egypt,
President Eisenhower committed the United States to international passage
] . of the strait, President Nasser's declaration of May 22 that he would close ¢
) strait runs squarely into.a commitment we undertook while supporting
Egypt, quite apart from our interests as a maritime nation.
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In conclusion, Mr, Chairman, I suggest that we both do our
best to obtain prompt action by the Security Council. The Resolution,
aubmitted by Ambassador Goldberg to Ambassador Federencko last night,
meets the points raised in your communication to me, as well as the
realities discussed above., We earnestly hope you can give it your

support.

For your convenience, the key paragraph in this Resolution
is the following:

"Calls upon the Governments concerned to take the necessary
measures for an immediate cease-fire and prompt withdrawal, without
prejudice to the respective rights, claims or position of anyone, of their
armed personnel behind the Armistice Lines, and to take other appropriate
measures to ensure disengagement of forces, to refrain from acts of

‘force regardless of their nature, and to reduce tension in the area."”

Respectfully,

Lyndon B, Johnsm
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BEJHI AOM

Tuesdsy, June 6, 1967
Transmitted by Soviet Molink

[PE3WEHTY CUA XMHIOHY B. [EOHCOHY

PACCMOTPENN BAIM

BANY HEOBXOJVMHE YKASAHUS

ITPEILJIOXEHNASA .
COBETCKOMY IIPEACTABATEND B COBETE BESOINACHOCTH ., EHPANAEM

HAJIIEEAY, YTO ¥ BH JAl

PEMUPUS .

MUTE COOTBETCTBYIUME YKASAHWAT CBOEWY

" MPEACTABUTEND O NNPUHATWYM CErOAHA KE PEWEHMA 0 HEMEJIEHHOM

[IPEKPAIIEHV BOEHHHX RENCTBUHA C OTBOXOM BOCK 3SA JMHMD IIE-

06 WKHA 1967 T'ORA.

A. KOCHI'YH.

3.0, 12336, Jec. 34
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- 6:07 pm
. Received by US Molink - 6:10 pm
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TRANSLATION

M&M"z&z
Sight Translation - 0:12 pm.
Received by the President - 6:15 pm.

Rough Translation - 6:17 pm.
Final Official Translation - 6:38 pm.

The White House
To President Lyndon B, Johnson

Dear Mr, President,

We have considered your proposals, We have issued
the necessary instructions to the Soviet Representative in the
Security Council, We express the hope that you will also issue
corresponding instructions to your representative about the

- adoption-today of resolutions concerning the immediate cessation

of military actions with the withdrawal of troops behind the
armistice line,

. Respectfully,

A. K.oaygin




Tuesday, June 6, 1967

T Approved by the President - 7:45 pm.
Transmitted by US Molink - 8:23 pm.
Received by Soviet Molink - 8:28-pm.

To Chairman Kosygin

From President Lyndon B. Johnson

" Mr. Kosygin:

Our two Ambassadors in the Security Council have

3 been in close consultation throughout the day. We understand that
k , our Ambassadors agreed to a very short resolution calling for a

j cease-fire as a first step. We authorized our representative to
agree on behalf of the United States Government. The Security
Council has just adopted this resolution unanimously. We shall
do our best to assist the Security Council's further efforts to
restore peace in the Near East on a lasting basis.

I trust. we can work together in the days ahead to help
solve the problems before us in the Near East and elsewhere.

Resp_ectlully.

Lyndon B, Johnson

L . B.O. 12395, Sec. 34
i S K XY A
e ' . By syt NARA, Dare 2:2-76
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Wednesday, June 7, 1967

Transmitted by Soviet Molink - 8:18 am
Received by U.S. Molink - 8:23 am

)
CIIA/CCCP
071218 P

[0 IIPAMOMY ITPOBOAY

BAIMHI'TOH EENHI JOM

IIPESWAEHTY MEOHCOHY

T'OCTIOAVH [PE3VABHT,

N0 VMEXIMMCA CBENEHWAM W3PAIWIS MTHOPUPYET PE3OLILWAD COBETA
BE3OMACHOCTH, NPH3HBAKIYY SAMHTEPECOBAHHHE [IPABUTEIBCTBA B

KAYECTBE [IEPBOI'0 WATA IPENNPUHATH BCE MEPH K HEMEJAEHHOMY .
TIPEKPAIIERMID OTHY Y INPEKPAUNEHUD BCEX BOEHHHX OEACTBUARX B 9TOM

PAIOHE. :f‘
Doy

TAKOE [IOJOKEHME TPEBVET, YTOBH COBET BE3QIACHOCTH MCTIOIb-
'30BAN CBOM [TOXHOMOMMA KAA TOr0, YTOBH OBECIEMMTDH BHIIONHE-
HUAE UM XE [PYHATOTO PEUEHNA.

B CBA3K C JTUM HAMA BHECEHO NPEJJIOEEHVE O WEHHOK CO-
‘3HBE COBETA BESOHACHOCTH [JsI IPVHATHA JOOEKTVBHHX MEP K
'HEMEJJIEHHOMY [TPEKPANEHND BOEHHHX AQERCTBUN ¥ BOCCTAHOBIEHMR

MAPA. R &

)

C YBAXERUEM
A. KOCHI'VH
IPEXCENATENL COBETA MUHMCTPOB
Ccerp !
7 VUEHA 1967 TOAA.
DRCLASSIFIED
8.0. 12336, Jec. 34
B7 Lanp—., MARA, Dae 2:2:-9¢
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TRANSLATION

Wednesday, June 7, 1967

Sight Translation - 8:29 am,
Received by President - 8:34 am.
Rough Translatioa - 8:36 am.

Final Official Traanslation - 9:20 am.

The White House
To President Lyndon B, Johnson

Dear Mr. President,

According to available information," Israel is ignoring
the Resolution of the Security Council, summeoning all governments
concerned to take as a first step all measures towards an immediate
cease-fire and cessation of all military actions in this area,

Such a situation calls for the Security Council to use
its authority to guarantee the implementation-of its own decision.

In this connection, ‘we have proposed an immediate
reconvening of the Security Council to take effective measures for
an immediate cessation of military actions and the re-establishment
of peace.

Respectfully,

A. Kosygin
DECLASSITED
3.5 12385, See. 34
¥ by, NARA, Do s2:2-96

Copy LBJ Library




Wednesday, June 7, 1967 ,
Approved by President - 11:00 am,
Transmitted by US Molink - 11:18 am.
Received by Soviet Molink - 11:25 am.

.To Chairman Kosygin

From President Lyndon B, Johnson

: . Mr. Chairman:

We are instructing our Ambassador at the United

'E Nations to agree to an immediate meeting of the Secunty Council
. when one is suggested by your Ambassador.
N Our Ambassador reports that the Security Council was

informed last evening by Foreign Minister Eban that Isriel would
accept a cease-fire, while noting that he did not know of the reaction
. of the Arab side. He also reported that the Arab Ambassadors were
silent on this point. At the time of this message, we ourselves are
not clear as to their attitude, with the possible exception of Jordan.

We are taking steps to see that the resolution of the
Security Council is implemented by all concerned. We are pre-
pared to work with all others to establish a lasting peace in the
region.

The wholly false reports and invented charges that United
States aircraft participated in attacks on Egypt have resulted in mob
action against American embassies and consulates and a break in
Diplomatic Relations by seven Arab countries with the United States.
This despicable act on their part and failure to give adequate protection
to American officials and private citizens in Arab countries will lead to
a very serious deterioration in the situation. I repeat the hope that you
will be able to counsel moderation where it is-needed.

sy g

Respectfully,

s NsSC /O-Ecmiimm T ‘ Lyndon B. Johnson
BYLépn 150 _NARS, Date 34 75 |
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Thursday, June 8, 1967

Transmitted by Soviet Molink - 9:48 am
Received by US Molink - 10:15 am

o1
Cila /cccp
081348 ¢

OH, BEJMHI ROM
[IPE3VAEHTY CHA TOCIIOAMHY HAEOHCOHY

[IPOINO JBA QOHA NOCIE PENEHMH COBETA BESONACHOCTH O IIPE-
BOEHHHX HEACTBUH HA BIVIEHEM BOCTOKE. ®AKTH IIO-

ADT, 4YTO M3PAVWID IOCIAE MPU3HBA COBETA BE3ONACHOCTH
T 3HAYUTENRHYD TEPPUTOFVID APABCKUAX TOCYHAPCTB -
IEHHO/ APAECKO{l PECIVEMMKM ¥ MOPRAHUM, MTHOPAPYS

COBETA BE3OMACHOCTH. CJIOEMIACH OBCTAHOBKA, KOTO-
PA9 TPEBYET B CBSI3Y C STVMX AEACTBIAMA M3PAMIS HE MPOCTO
[IPEKPAIEHAS OTHY, HO M OTBOJA M3PAMIECKAX BOACK 3A JMHWD
[IEPEMUPUS. APABCKVE I'OCYRAPCTBA ITOCTABIEHH AEWCTBIAMMI
U3PAWIS B TAKOE IIONOXEHME, YTO OH HE MOI'YT BECTM 3AKOHHON
OBOPOHWUTENBHON BOHH MPOTMB APECCOPA, KOTOPHI BPOCWI BH-
30B COBETY BE3OIACHOCTA ¥ BCEM MIPOJNKEBUBHM T'OCYIZAPCTBAM.
[0 |TIOHOT'O BHBOAA M3PAMIBCKEAX BOHCK C TEPPATOPYM APABCKIX
TOCYIAPCTB HE MOKET BHTDH OBECMEYEHO B CICEMBHEACA OBCTAHOBKE
. BOCCTAHOBIEHVE MUPA BIMEHEM BOCTOKE. ‘

COBETCKOMY ITPEACTABUTEID B O0OH HAMI HAHO YKA3AHME [IOCTABUTDH
3TQT BOIIPOC B COBETE BE3OMACHOCTH IS IPMHATIA UM COOTBET-
CTBYHIEO PENEHNS. “ . .

MH |XOTENN BH BHPASWTH HANERAY, I'OCIIOAVH ITPESMAEHT, TO BH
JUMHO ¥ BANE IIPABATEIBCTBO 3 E [O3/IMD, OTBEYAKIVID
VHTEPECAM IIPEKPAIIFHIST BOMHH HA BJMEHEM BOCTOKE, MHTEPECAM
MUPA, KAK BH 3TO YKE SAIBASIM.

C VBANEHVEM
‘  A. KOCHIMH .
NPEACENATENSL COBETA MVHWCTPOB
CCCP :
e UOM ’
DECILASSTFIED -
E'O' 355"56& 3-4
. NgTY=323
By i, NARA, Dage 45775~
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TRANSLATION

Thursday, June 8, 1967

Sight Translation - 10:28 am.,
Received by Presideant - 10:31 am.
Rough Translation - 10:34 am,

Final Official Translation - 12:35 pm.

. The White House

To President Lyndon B. Johnson

Dear Mr., President,

Two days have passed since the Security Council's
Resolution conceraning the cessation of military actions in the

‘ Near East. ‘Facts show that Israel, after the Security Council's

appeal, seized considerable territory of the Arab States -- United -
Arab Republic and Jordan -- ignoring the Security Council's
Resolution. A situation has developed which, in connection with
these Israeli actions, demands not simply a cease-fire, but also a
withdrawal of Israeli troops behind the armistice line. Israel's
actions have placed the Arab States in such a situation that they
cannot but conduct a lawful defensive war against the agressor,

who has challenged the Security Council and all peace-loving states,
Until complete withdrawal of Israeli troops from the territory of the
Arab States, in the situation that has developed, re-establishment
of peace in the Near East cannot be ensured,

We have instructed the Soviet Representative in the UN
to place this question before the Security Council for the adoption of
an appropriate resolution.

We would like to express that hope, Mr. Presideat, that
you personally and your government will take a position which will
respond to the interests of cessation of war in the Near East, and to
the interests of peace in the Near East, as you have already stated.

Respectfu.ily.
DECIASSTFED
E.O. 12356, s;:.s 4
Ni]._ﬂ:.L——-—- L A. Kosygin
By —diizg2mr NARA, Date 422255~

1
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tes to USS Liberty '

)
2

Thursday, June 8, 1967 .

Approved by President - 11:00 am,
Transmitted by US Molink = 11:17 :
Received by Soviet Molink - 11:24 =

To Chairman Kosygin

From President Lyndon B, J'E;hrison

Dear Mr. Kosygin,

We have just learned that USS Liberty, an auxilliary
ship, has apparently been torpedoed by Israel forces in error off
Port Said. We have instructed our carrier, Saratoga now in the
Mediterranean to dispatch aircraft to the scene to investigate.
We wish you to know that investigation is the sole purpose of this
flight of aircraft, and hope that you will take appropriate steps to
see that proper parties are informed.

We have passed this message to Chernyakov but feel
that you should know of this development urgently.

Respectfully,

Lyndon B, Johnson

DECLASSIFIED - ..
[ . t CeNLS 243
- BARS, Cate Y1 $™-
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Thursday, June 8, 1967

Approved by President - 11:35 am.
Transmitted by US Molink ~ 12:01 pm.
Received by Soviet Molink - 12:05 pm.

To Chairman Kosygin

From President Lyndon B. Johnson

Dear Mr. Kosygin,

In the light of our understanding of yesterday, we went
to'all the parties concerned and strongly urged immediate compliance
with the cease-fire resolution which had been unanimously agreed in
the Council. -

The representative of Israel agreed to comply as soon
as the other parties also agreed. Of the Arab States, only Jordan
agreed to comply; and we are informed that an effective cease-fire
is being achieved on that front.

Although we are trying, we doubt that the United States
alone can effectively persuade both sides to cease fire.

I instructed Ambassador Goldberg last night to present
a resolution today. This resolution calls on all parties in the
strongest terms to cease fire immediately. °

I am glad to have had your message and have instructed
our Ambassador in New York to maintain close contact with the
Ambassador of the Soviet Union and trust you will want to do likewise.

Respectfully,

Lyndon B, Johnson

CECLASSIFIED
[ R = Vi

BYDubpn (50 I3RS, Cae S =45 : COPY LBJ LIBRARY




T'OCTIONVH [IPESUAEHT.
CY[HOM TUTIA. “JMBEPTA" TOPIIEAVIPOBAHHHM BIM3 [IOPT-CAWJA,
SUJEHTY HACEPY.

C YBAREHMEM A.’ KOCHIWH.

8 WEHS 1967 TOJA, 19 P10. MVH.

DECLASSIFEED
B.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
Ny —9%-325 .
By w2, NARA, Dars #:5795~

Relates to USS Libérty

Thursday, June 8, 1967 '.: A

Transmitted by Soviet Molink - 12:20 pm [~
Received by US Molink -'12:23 pm

TEXEI'PAMMA OTHOCHTENRHO VMHIVIAEHTA C AMEPUKAHCKUM
NIOJIVYEHA M HBIEMEHHO NEPENAHA INS CBEAEHVS. [IPE- -
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TRANSLATION ' -

White House

Dear Mr. President,

"Your telegram

)y

-
]

Relates to USS Liberty

Thursday, June 8, 1967

Sight Transiation - 12:25 pm.
Received by President - 12:30 pm.
Rough Translation - 12:34 pm.
Final Official Translation = 1:15 pm.

To President Lyndon B. Johnson

concerning the incident with the

American Liberty Type Ship torpedoed near Port Said has
been received by us and immediately transmitted for infor-

v mation to President Nasser.

Respectfully,
A. Kosygin

nEor ASSHIED
0. 12355, Sec. 3.4
N _BEAS sppmat
By,.g',&. NARA. Darte 5 28-9>.
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Thursday, June 8, 1967

Approved by President -~ 3:36 pm.

Transmitted by US Molink - 3:58 pmi.
. Received by Soviet Molink ~ 4:00 pm.

To Chairman Kosygin

From Preslident Lyndon B, Johnson

Dear Mr. Kosygin,
I deeply apbreciate your transmitting the message
to President Nasser. We lost 10 men, 16 critically wounded,

and 65 wounded, as a result of Israeli attack, for which they
have apologized.

Respectfully,

Lyndo;x B. Johnson

Relates to USS Liberty

DECLASSIFIED
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Saturday, June 10, 1967 : C_
Transmitted by Soviet Molink - 8:48 am.
Received by US Molink - 8:52 am.

Y AMNAPATA HAXBAUTCA NPEACEAATEAb CPBETA MUHWCTPGE KBCHIUH W
NPBCUT BUACHUTb, HAXGAWUTCA AW FGCNIAMH NPEIMAEHT Y ANNAPATA+

YBAXAEMWA T~H NPE3VAEHT,

COGHTUA NOCAEAHUX AHEW 3ACTABMAW MEHA ¢2 BeEN @TKPOBEHHBCTbLI
BHICKA3ATL BAM HAUE HHEHUE. KAK NBKA3HBAET B6CTAHBBKA, PEWEHUA
COBETA GE3BNACHOCTU - HEAEACTBEHHH., W3PAMAL NOAHBCTLI WX WUrHG-
PUPYET. KAK 8H MZHUMAETE, NOCAE MHBIMUX NBNHTOK, MPEAMPUHATHX B
3TOM HANPABAEHMM U PEWEHWW COBETA bE3ONACHECTY B ATHBUEHWM
AVKBUAAUMM ATPEccUN c8 CTBPRHH W3PAWAS HA GAUXHEM BOCTEKE -
3Th NBNUTKU OKA3AAMCH HEIOOE KTUXHHMY,

CE4Ac HACTYNMUA B4EHD OTBETCTBEHHHIA MBMEHT, KEZTOPHM 3ACTABARET
HAc, EcAW HE NPEKPATATCA B GAUKAWUME 4AcH BBEHHHE AEW#CTBUA,

" "*HUMATb CAMOCTBATEALHHE PEWEHMS, Md K 3ToMY reTosH. OAHAKE
3. . AEACTBUA MBrYT cTBAKHYTb HAc, 4T3 NPUBEAET K B5ONbWOH KATACTPOOE,
04EBMAHE, B MWPE EcTb CUAH, KBTBPHM 3T@ BHIr@AHO,

M NPEANATAEM BAM NBTPESBBATDL BT M3PAMNR, 4TO6H @H B 5AUNAN-

WWE 4AcH 5E38roBAPO4HE NPEKPATUA BOEHHHE AENCTBUA., ©@ oBBEY cTerPony,
M CAENAEM T@ E. NPEANATAEM NPEAYNPEAUTD U3IPAUAD, 4T8 3A HEBHNEA-
HEHWE 3Tere 6YAYT NPEHATH HEGEXOAUMHE AKUMM, BKM4AS BOEHHHE,

NPBWY cOBBWUTH BAWE MHEHME, .

Ae KOCHIWH : .
NPEACEAATEAL COBETA MAHWCTPOB cooP.+ ;

10 MOHA 1967 T0AA, 15-50 MWH. NB MZCKOBCKEMY BPEMEHMU, +

DECLASSIFIED
3.0. 12358, IS;C. 34
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Saturday, June 10, 1967
Sight Translation - 9:00 a. m,
Received by President - 9:05 a,m.

The White House
To-President Lyndon B. Johnson

Daar Mr, Prosident:

The events of the last cays have forced me to express to you
with all frankness our view, As the situation shows, the resolutions
of the Security Council are invalid,~ Israel has completely ignored
them. As you can understand, after the many attempts taken in
this direction and the resolutions of the Security Council concerning
the termination of aggression on the part of Israel in the Near East «-
these attempts have proved ineffective.

A very crucial moment has now arrived which forces us, if
military actions are not stopped in the next few hours, to adopt an
independent decision, We are ready to do this. However, these
actions may bring us into a clash, which will lead to a grave
catastrophe. Obviously in the world there are powers to whom
this would be advantageous. : .

We purpose that you Gemand from Israel fhat it unconditionally
cease military action in the next few hours. On our par:, we will

do the same, We purpose to warn Israel that, if this is not fulfilled,
necessary actions will be taken, including military.

Please give me your views,

A, Kosygin

DEANTED
0. 12956, $uc. 3.4
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Saturday, June 10, 1967
Approved by President - 9:30 am.
Transmitted by US Molink - 9:39 am.

To The Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR
A. Kosygin

From President Lyndon B. Johnson

Dear Mr. Kosygin,

I have your message. You should know that late last
night our Secretary of State seant a most urgent message to Israel to
say that we considered it very important that Israel demonstrate by
actions on the ground that its orders for a cease-fire are effective.
We received assurance at 3 A.M. Washington time that Israel - L
fully intended to achieve actual cease-fire on its side.

Consistent with this assurance, Israelis informed the
UN Security Council that its authorities were meeting with General Bull
of UN to make all arrangements for cease-fire with Syria.

We have no means of reaching Syrian Government and
hope that you have been making similar appeals to them.

Our Ambassador Barbour in Israel has now sent us
a message, at 7:45 Washington time, today, saying that Israelis tell
him they believe the firing has stopped as.of this moment.

We continue to watch developments most closely and
will keep in touch with you.

Lyndon B. Johnson

DICLASEAZD
1.0, 12336, Sus. 34
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Saturday, June 10, 1967
Transmitted by Soviet Molink - 9:44 am.
Received by US Molink - 9:52 am.

YBAXAEM®A NPE3MAEHT,

A NP24EA BAU OTBET HA HAWE NECAAHWE M ABDAXEH BAM CKA3ATb, 4T0
BAWW cBEAEHUA @ NPEKPAWEHWA BOEHHWUX AEWCTBWA B CUPUM cO CTBPOHY
M3PAMAA HE NBATBEPRAANTCA. M UMEEM NOCTORHHYIO W HENPEPHBHY 1
cBA3b ¢ AAMACKOM, W3PAWUAL, MPUMEHAR BcE BUA JPYXKUA, ABUANWO- .
U APTUANEPWD, TAHKW, BEAET HACTYNAEHWE HA AAMACK, P4EBWUAHG, 1
BAWE NZco/AbcTBA@ B cUPUW MBXET 3TO NOATBEPAWUTL, Ec/AM ¥ BAc EcTb !
T'M NPEACTABUTEAN, BOEHHHE AEWCTBUR YcHAUSANTcA, HALD cPB4HO '

. JEXATb AAALHEMUEr® KPOBOMPAAUTUA. B0MNPAc HERTAGXHWM, | NPOWY -
BAc MCN2Ab32BATL BCE cBAW BO3MBXHICTH ANR ) SN
NPEKPAWEHUA BOEHHWX AEMCTBUM WM BHNBAHEHWA PEWEHWA cBBETA BE3ZNAc~ ' -
HOCTH, 3A KOTGPHE M4 BMECTE ¢ BAMW B/BcEBAAV. ]

Ae KOcHIMH

3.2, 13336, Jec. 34
e S - A/ M A
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TRANSLATION

Saturday, June 10, 1967
Sight Translation - 10:00 a. m.
Received by President - 10:05 a. m.

. White House

To President Lyndon B. Johnson

Dear President Johnson,

I have read your reply to our message and I must tell you
that your information concerning the cessation of military actions in
Syria on the part of Israel is not borne out. We have constant and
uninterrupted communications with Damascus. Israel, employing
all types of weapons, aviation and artillery, tanks, is conducting
an offensive towards Damascus. Obviously your Embassy in Syria
can confirm this if you have representatives there. Military actions
are intensifying. It is urgently necessary to avoid further bloodshed,
The matter cannot be postponed. I request that you employ all your
possibilities for the-cessation of military actions and the fulfillment
of the resolutions of the Security Council for which we both voted.

Respectfully,
A. Kosygin

D

E.O ‘
o %6 S 34
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_ © Saturday, June 10, 1967
' Approved by President - 10:50 a.m.
Transmitted by US Molink - 10:58 a.m.

37/
v

To .Chairman Kosygin

From President Lyndon B. Johnson

Dear Mr. Kosygin,

I have your last message and you can be assured that we have
emphasized our position to Israel by every means. We have just
restated our views in the strongest terms to Israelis here and in
New York and by message to Tel Aviv,

Could you confirm that you have employed your means with the
Syrians for this same purpose.

We are taking further steps to inform ourselves on the present
situation in Damascus, through several sources, although we have
categorical assurances from laraelis that there is no Israeli advance
on Damascus. ’

You will have seen that President Nasser yesterday repeated his
outrageous invention about American and British participation in
this conflict. Since you know well that this inflammatory charge is
a total lie, peace would be served if your Government could publicly
state the facts known to you on this point. =~ .

You will have learned of the report just made in the Security
Council that Israel has informed General Bull it will accept any
arrangements for making cease-fire effective on the ground that
General Bull's UN representative suggests. ' Bull himself replied
it would take time to contact Damascus. Meanwhile Israel has an-
nounced that it regards cease-fire as in effect now. This seems to
make it even more urgent that you use your channels to Damascus to
ensure that Syrians also stop their fire so as not to provoke further

response. .
. Respectfully,
DECLASSIED
8.0, 12335, Jec. 3.4
NI =4
?lv.ﬁf._., IIALA, Date R:2-76 Lyndon B. Johnson'
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Saturday, June 10, 1967 i
Transmitted by Soviet Molink - 11:31 am. |
Received by US Molink - 11:34 am. B

03
cllA/cceP
101531 P

YBAXAEMHA rOcnaAvH NPE3MAEHT,

N3 MREMY NPPY4EHWO TBAbKO 4TO cBA3LHSAAMCh ¢ AAMACKOM. U3
AAMACKA HAM c206WWAN, 4T3 BBEHHE AE#CTBUA NPBUCXGAAT B PAROHE .
;" "PBAA KYHEATPA, FAE W3PAUALCKUE BEACKA NPBABAXANT cB8IU HACTY- { :
V.oTEABHUE ONEPAUMWM. 8 MBIY BAC 3ABEPUTD, 4T8 M4 co cBOEW CTOPBHH. C
CAE/NA/N BCE BO3IMAXHIE AAR TOre, 4To6H NPEKPATUTL BORHY NPETUX i :
CUPWM U BELEAMHEHHBH APABCKOW PECNYBAUKU. EcAM CEr2AHA BCE BPEHHHE r
AEACTBMA 6YAYT 3AKBH4EHH, HEB6XOAUMB NPUCTYNUTL K CAEAYOUWEMY ITAMY
~ BCBAGORAEHMO 3AHATOW RIPAUAEM TEPPUTOPUU M BO3PAWEHWO BHCK 3A : ]
AMHAD NEPEMUPUA. c4UTAN, 4TB Mu N ITIMY BENPACY ABA¥HE ¢ BAMK
AEPXATb KOHTAKT. ‘ ’

¢ YBAXEHUEM )

A. KBCHl UHBM

+?
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TRANSLATION Ve

Saturday, June 10, 1967
Sight Translation - 11:40 am.
Received by President - 11:43 am,

White House
To President Lyndon B. Johnson

Dear Mr. President:

By my instructions, we have just communicated with
Damascus. From Damascus we have been informed that military
actions are in progress in the vicinity of the city of Kuneitra
where Israeli troops continue their offensive operations.

I can assure you that we did everything possible on
our part to stop the war against Syria and the UAR. If today all
military actions are concluded, it will be necessary to proceed to
the next step of evacuating the territory occupied by Israel and
the return of troops behind the armistice line.

I consider that we should maintain contact with you
on this matter.

Respectfully,

-A. Kosygin ‘

DECLASSIFIED
n‘o_' 12338, ’3& 3.4

X !GJ__ PARA, 2-2-56 .
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To Chairman Kosygin

56 ¢

Saturday, June 10, 1967

Approved by the President - 11:54 arx
Transmitted by US Molink - 11:58 am
Received by Soviet Molink - 11:59 am

From President Lyndon B. Johnson

Dear Mr. Kosygin:

I have your last message.

It now ippearl that military action in the Middle East
is being concluded. I hope our efforts in the days ahead can be
devoted to the achievement of lasting peace throughout the world.

Respectfully, . - .

Lyndon B. Johnson

.

g DOCLASSIFIED
*) L2555, Soc. 3.4
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THE WHITE HOUSE yd
WASRINGTON :
November 4, 1968
DRCLASSIFIED
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION ‘1.0. 123%6, Sec. 3.4
SUBJECT: The Hot Line Exchanges -"B’ __::Ng_’wm _z_-_-_fjf

Participants: Ambassador Llewellyn E, Thompson
Mr. Nathaniel Davis

I called on Ambassador Thompson today at Bethesda Naval Hospital to get
his recollections of the hot line exchanges between President Jokmson and
Premier Kosygin. Ambassador Thompson refreshed his memory by leafing
through the hot line texts, and made the following comments:

At the start, the Russians made quite a point that the President be physically
present at our end of the hot line before they would start the axchange., They
asked more than once when he would be there, (Notice that the first sentence
of the Russian text of Kosygin's first message observes that Kosygin would
like to know if President Jolnson was at the machine, ) '

President Johnson's first. message to Kosygin (Page 6, June 5, 8:47a.m.)

was actually addressed to "Comrade Kosygin.'" Apparently what had happened
was that the American hot line telegraph operators asked the Moscow operators
what was the proper way to address Kosygin, They got back the answer ""Comrade
Kosygin." So the message went. Ambassador Thompson talked with Dobrynin,
about this afterward, and Dobrynin -- who had been at the Moscow end of the

line -- said he had been quite startled. The Russians wondered if the President
was making a joke, or making fun of them in some way. However, Dobrynin

said he guessed how it had happened, .

Ambassador Thompson said the first substantive question he remembered was
that of cease-fire, or cesse-fire and withdrawal, On Tuesday moraning (Page 10,
June 6, 10:02 a,m. ) the President suggested that the Soviets support the
resolution Ambassador Goldberg gave to Federenko the night before, calling

for cease-fire and a prompt withdrawal behind the armistice lines. Kosygin

did nct reply for more than eight hours, In the meantime, Federenko had agreed
to a simple cease-fire in New York. In Ambassaddr Thompson's words, he had
agreed "to a resolution Kosygin now wanted to get away from."

There was some discussion in the Situation Room, according to Ambassador
Thompson, whether we should take advantage of what Federenko had done -- that
is the simple cease-fire -- or whether we should stick to the message sent in
‘he morning (cease-fire and withdrawal). Everybody agreed we should take

P Monide nadir i
———”
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advantage of what had happened in New York. There were some calls to
Goldberg. The people in the Situation Room were elated -- and surprised
Federenko had done what he had, There was some speculation around the
room that Federenko would get into trouble. The fact of the matter was that
we would probably have been prepared to accept the earlier formulation that
included withdrawal, The Russians suffered from a communications problem.

What the President did in his message of Tussday evening (Page 14, June 6,
7:45 p.m.) was to point out to Kosygin that Goldberg and Federenko had agreed
to & very short cease-fire resolution, and suggest that both the Soviets and we
assist the Security Council's further efforts to restore peace. What we wanted
to do in this message, according to Ambassador Thompson, was simply to nail
down the cease-fire.

In his message of June 8 (Page 20, June 8, 9:48 a.m. ) Kosygin again called
for withdrawal.

In his reply (Page 22, June 8, 11:00 a.m. ), President Johnson informed Kosygin
of the torpedoing of the Liberty and the dispatch of our aircraft to the scene.
Ambassador Thompson comments that this was a very successful use of the

hot line, We were using it in the right way, to prevent a danger of war arising
out of misunderstanding. ‘Ambassador Thompson says it made a big impression
on the Russians,

The next crisis came with Kosygin's message of Saturday morning (Page 30,
June 10, 8:48 a.m.). This message asserted the Russians were ready to act
independently if Israeli military actions against Syria were not stopped in the
"next few hours." It went on to say that such independent actions "may bring

us into a clash, which will lead to a grave catastrophe." The message concluded
by saying that Soviet actions "including military" would be taken if Israel did

not cease military action.

Ambassador Thompson said he personally checked the Russian text to make

sure "including military" was actually there., He was impressed how much
greater Soviet sensitivity was to the plight of the Syrians than to that of the
Egyptians. At the time, the Syrians were the apple of the Russians' eye (although
this changed later), Ambassador Thompson voiced a concern in the Situation
Room meeting whether the Russians might suspect that our intention was really
to knock off the Syrian government,

The main focus of the discussion in the Situation Room was over what was actually
happening in Syria. Richard Helms was brought into the meeting to see if he
could check the situation on the spot, and verify whether the Israelis were
smashing ahead as the Russians said (see pages 34 and 38). The feeling of those
in the Situation Room was that the Israelis were probably doing so. Mr. Helms
tried in a number of ways to reach friendly powers with diplomatic missions still
open in Damascus, etc. " e v e

- see o

Copy LBJ Library



’,
PR

T
e N hn
v R4 [} v " N
v VU ® . ity ,,‘;m\.."

.3‘

There was some discussion whether the Soviet message actually meant that

the Russians wanted to move into the area with force, There was some back

and forth about the tenor of the Soviet message, and the danger that the

Russians might be testing us out. If our replies were too polits, we might

look as if we were backing down under a threat. Nevertheless, the President --
while he could have gone back to the Russians making threats of his own -- chose
to send the calm and reasoned message he did (Page 32, June 10, 9:30a.m,).

Kosygin came back with a message saying the Israelis were *'conducting an
offensive towards Damascus, 'and that action cannot be postponed,"

There was some discussion whether the Soviets had actually weighed in with

the Syrians to get their agreements to a cease-fire or not. A request for
confirmation that they had was drafted into President Johnson's message of
reply. Fortunately, the televised proceedings at the Security Council in New
York soon showed that Israel had informed General Bull that it would accept

any cease-fire arrangements General Bull's representative suggested and that
Israel regarded the cease-fire as in effect, McGeorge Bundy drafted a paragraph
for the President incorporating this information, and tension soon eased -- as

it became clear that military action on the Syrian front was being concluded,

As a post mortem, according to Ambassador Thompson, thers was some
discussion among senior U, S. officials whether we might not have been well
advised to let the Israelis move on to Damascus. It was clear the Israelis
could have done so. Ambassador Thompson says this was strictly post mortem,
however, and this posal bility was not discussed at the Situation Room meeting,

Ambassador Thompsan concludes that this crisis shows how important it was
for the President to keep his cool. He adds, like Richard Helms (see Harold
Saunders; memorandum of October 22) that June 10 was a time of great concern

and utmost gravity.

: Ntm#c%vi-
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B.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 o
Ny 28282 . e
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~TRSBCRET- ' November 7, 1968

2:30 p.m.

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: The Hot Line Meetings and the Middle East in New York

Participants: Mr. McGeorge Bundy, President of the Ford Foundation
’ Mr, Nathaniel Davis.

Place: Office of Mr. Bundy, New York

1 called on Mr. McGeorge Bundy today to get his recollections of the

" bhot line meetings. Mr, Bundy refreshed his memory by leafing through

the hot line texts and Ambassador Thompson's and Director Helms' accounts
of these meetings.’

Mr. Bundy said he had one difference with the Helms and Thompson
accounts. He didn't think the crisis of June 10 v;u as dangerous as the other
accounts indicated. There was no que_st'ion that the Soviets were doing their
damnedest verbally to protect their friends in Damascus, The real difference
in judgement between him and the others was, perhaps, over Israeli intentions,
Bundy didn't and doesn't think the Israelis intended to press to Damascus.’
Bundy agreed that the June 10 messags (Page 30, June 10, 8:48 s, m. ) which
concluded by saying that Soviet actions "includﬁ:g military' would be taken
if Israel did not cease military action represented a more serious llhntion.
than there had been befors. Nevertheless, Mr. Bundy hopes that the

President will not talk about the 1967 Middle East crisis in terms of its being

the most serious crisis of the past two decades. Mr. Bundy said he thought

w |
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" the President ahquld perbaps err on the side of a very careful statement
about what was going on,

Mr. Bundy read through Kosyg&n'a June 10 message again (Page 30,
June 10, 8:48 a.m.), He agreed that it was a pretty rough message, He
said he supposed his real difference with others in th.e bot line meetings
was that he was coavinced the Israelis would stop, |

Mr, Bundy said there was considerable discussion about what, in
fact, the Soviets would be able to do to the Israelis if they did tr;.;;—cﬁrry
out their threat. The Russians' possibilities were not really that impressive,
At no time was a conflagration immediately in prospect. In any eveat, by
June 10 it really was about thhe the Israelis stopped.

Mr, Bundy' reflected about the whole sequence of hot line meetings.
He had come down to W.uhington on Monday, June 5. 43 & new comer and
freshman to the crisis, He went to Walt Rostow's office and the Situation
Room to get briefed and found a hot line exchange cooki.nz.

There was a meeting in the Cabinet Room at 11:30, Mr. Bundy's
recollection of that mesting was that it was mainly concerned with the awful
shaps we would be in if the Israelis were losing, We didn't really know
anything about the situation on the ground. When, in the course of that day,
it bcca;mo apparent that the Israeli Air Force had won, the entire atmosphere
of the problem changed, |

It was in &8 way renfnring when it became claar that the fighting was

' the Israelis’ ide'u and that the idea was working, That was a lot better than
2FsEonmy
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if it bad been the .other way around,
There was'a great deal of talk during the first day or s0 about
the State Department's Spokesman's statement that the U.S. was "neutral
in thought, word and deed, "
The hot line meetings themselves involved a very complicated
process of tone and timing, It Was pretty frenetic with drafts, redrafts
and more redrl.fts, The President watched the drafts with great ciz:o.
Bundy was impresged that Secretary Rusk did a great deal of the drafting ..
which was particularly true of the earlier messages, .
There ware no real debates in the hot line meetings in the senge of

choosing up sides with one group in favor of this language and &nother group
in favor of that,

Mz, Bundy had no recollection of the White House end of any discussions
OF consultations with Ambassador Goldberg in New York,
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